

ADOPTED 1/8/19


Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Bowman, Gulliford, Brosche, Becton, Hazouri, Freeman, Wilson, Anderson, Love, Boyer, Newby, Gaffney, White, Pittman, Crescimbeni, Dennis, Morgan, and Ferraro: 

RESOLUTION 2018-879-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE MANDARIN HIGH SCHOOL MUSTANGS FOOTBALL TEAM ON WINNING THEIR FIRST STATE CLASS 8A FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Mandarin Mustangs football team has experienced modest success on the gridiron over the years, winning only 3 playoff games in its 28 year history, and finishing the 2017 season with a record of 2-8 and a 6 game losing streak; and


WHEREAS, the Mustangs started the 2018 season with a 2-3 record before catching fire with a 5 game winning streak and making an amazing run to the playoffs, where they shut out DeLand High by a score of 35-0, soundly defeated Winter Park High 41-8, won a hard fought 19-7 victory over Apopka’s Wekiva High and outdueled Sarasota’s Riverview High by a score of 45-31 to reach the state championship game; and


WHEREAS, in a thrilling matchup with powerhouse Columbus High School of Miami, a team with a 14-0 record that had reached the Class 8A semi-finals in 5 of the last 8 years, Mandarin prevailed by a final score of 37-35 in a game that was not decided until the Mustangs thwarted a big fourth quarter comeback by the Explorers by stopping a 2-point conversion that would have tied the game with 1:17 remaining and then recovered the on-side kick to preserve the victory; and

WHEREAS, a huge factor in Mandarin’s exciting victory was the performances of quarterback Carson Beck who threw for 5 touchdowns, Jerome Jolly who made the tackle to stop the game-tying 2 point conversion, and a great night from wide receiver/defensive back DeMario Douglas, who set a state championship game record with 4 touchdown receptions, in addition to an interception; and

WHEREAS, with their victory, Mandarin High School becomes only the second Duval public high school to win a state football championship, and did so in stunning and heart-pounding fashion; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Mandarin High School Mustangs football team, its Head Coach Bobby Ramsay, his assistant coaches, the players, parents, supporters and fans, on winning the Florida Class 8A football championship, and extends the City’s heartiest congratulations on an amazing and unexpected season of success. The championship has brought tremendous excitement and pride to the city, and the Council extends its best wishes to everyone affiliated with Mandarin High School for much more academic and athletic success in the years to come.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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